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selves with the militant labour organisations of
the country, would be deplorable for the best in-
terests of schools.

The administration of education also has been
transformed. The reign of educational arbi-
trariness, though not ended, has been singularly
limited. The teachers are no longer the mutes
who, under the Empire, accepted superior de-
cisions concerning them with silence and awe.
They cannot be dismissed without a hearing
from the conseils acad&miques, the members of
which, instead of being appointed by the Min-
ister, are now elected by their colleagues. The
Superior Council of Public Instruction has been
reformed and also made elective. Its members
are not raised to this high position because they
are bishops or pastors, but because they are
foremost among the educators of the country.
The whole force of education is no longer the
machine which led a minister of Napoleon III to
say that by looking at his watch he could know
what was taught, at that very moment, in any
school of the country. It has become an organ-
ism in touch with the needs of Frenchmen. In
it we see traces of the influence of such well-
known educators as Greard, Liard, Breal, Croi-
set, Lavisse, Pecaut, and others who had a keen
intelligence of the stupendous task before them.